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[image: image4.emf]The rare Charitable Research Reserve has partnered with Cambridge & North Dumfries Community Foundation, Ages Foundation Fund to financially assist students in pursuit of higher education as they tackle important environmental issues. The Fellowship will allow students to study in a relatively undisturbed, yet highly accessible site in Waterloo Region.  The monetary award will help ensure successful candidates have the necessary resources to conduct and report on their research at rare.  It will also allow the student to give an oral presentation at a conference in their discipline. 
Eligibility:

· Canadian or International graduate student who will conduct field research on the rare Charitable Research Reserve property between May 2016 and April 2017.

· Research is environment focused, and takes a landscape-scale approach to this year’s theme:
ECOSYTEM PROCESSES AND GLOBAL CHANGE
Using a landscape-scale approach, we need to understand the connectivity between organisms and biogeochemical cycles, the flows of materials and energy between components of the system. Not only do we need to collect baseline data to understand these systems better, but in a changing world there are numerous human-induced threats to biodiversity, including climate change, habitat loss and degradation, introduction of alien invasive species, over-exploitation of natural resources, and pollution. Many questions have emerged regarding how ecological systems will respond, and how their functions may change.  What are the thresholds of ecosystem change and resilience?  How do we measure resilience?  What are the responses of species to niches opened by environmental change?  What are the impacts of assisted migration or other actions to develop ecosystem balance? With rare being established as a long-term research site and its long history of human exploration, numerous opportunities exist to examine how ecosystem processes change over time.
Applications Details:

1. Applications can be submitted until 5:00 pm on Wednesday, April 22nd, 2015.

2. Students will be required to provide a final report to rare by Monday, May 9th, 2016.

3. The successful applicant will be notified by May 13th, 2015.  A sum of $3,500 will be awarded shortly thereafter while the remaining $500 will be awarded in May 2016, upon successful completion of the requirements of the scholarship (including the final report and conference presentation).

4. The recipient will retain all intellectual property rights.

5. The research will be required to go through the normal rare Research Application approval process.

Please send your completed Application (by mail, email or fax) to:

Program Scientist
rare Charitable Research Reserve
1679 Blair Road,  Cambridge, ON, Canada   N3H 4R8

phone: 519-650-9336 x111
fax: 519-650-5923

jenna.quinn@raresites.org 


Applicant Information

NAME: 
     
AFFILIATION: (Name of University, College, Government Agency, Non-Profit, etc)

     
DEPARTMENT/FACULTY: 
     
SUPERVISOR: 
     
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
	Street No.
	Street Name
	PO Box

	     
	     
	     

	City/Town
	Province
	Postal Code

	     
	     
	     

	Telephone No. (incl. ext.)
	Fax No.
	Email Address

	     
	     
	     



Project Information

PROJECT TITLE:

     
TIMELINE: Please indicate the anticipated start and end dates of work to be completed on rare property. 

	Start Date (yyyy/mm/dd)
	End Date (yyyy/mm/dd)
	Field Season (check all that apply)

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Spring

Fall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Summer

Winter




BRIEF PROJECT SUMMARY: Briefly describe the proposed project (max 1250 characters). This summary may be used on the website and in any communication materials regarding research at rare.

     

Detailed Project Summary
What is the problem that this research is addressing and what is the objective?
     
What is the importance of your work within the local context of Waterloo Region?

     
How does your research relate to the theme of ECOSYSTEM PROCESSES AND GLOBAL CHANGE?

     
Provide a project outline (1-3 pages, here or in an attached document) that includes details on the scope of the entire project and includes:



-Your hypothesis



-Proposed methodology



-Sampling design and subsequent analyses



-Types of measurements that will be made

-Details on any materials that will be removed from rare property (soil samples, plant materials, water samples etc)

-Equipment that will be used

-Purpose of your study within a broader ecological context
     
Please state the time frame within which the research activities will be carried out (calendar dates and time of day):


If a research vehicle will be parked on rare property during these times, please include make, model, and license plate number (or to be provided when known):


Please list the names of any personnel who will be assisting in the research on rare property (or to be provided when known):



rare Impacts and Involvement
Location on rare property: (if the exact location is unknown, please provide details on the type of habitat, particular species, etc.)

What are the anticipated impacts of this research to rare property? How will you minimize these impacts?

Please list any permits you require for your project and indicate whether pending or obtained. It is your responsibility to acquire any necessary permits prior to the start of your research project. 

Do you require any specific assistance or consultation with rare staff?


How will the research be made available to academics and the general public (i.e. conference presentations, theses, peer-reviewed publications)? Please note that acknowledgement should be made to the “rare Charitable Research Reserve” in theses and published work. 


Attachments
Please submit current university transcripts from all institutions you attend or attended as an undergraduate or postgraduate student. 

References
Provide the names, telephone numbers, and email addresses for two references who can best assess your academic credentials (this may include your supervisor).
1.      
2.      

Agreement and Signature

If approved, the applicant agrees to acquire appropriate permits; provide rare with copies of reports, theses or published work resulting from research on this property; and abide by any conditions specified by rare.

Would you like to initiate the research approval process prior to the scholarship being awarded (see Note to Applicants below for more information? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Signature:
     




Date: 
Note to Applicants
Scholarship applications will be reviewed by the rare Scholarship Committee. Once selected, the recipient’s application must also be reviewed by the rare Research Advisory and Environmental Advisory Committees, which can take up to four weeks. Please submit your research proposal to the Program Scientist at least four weeks in advance of the anticipated start date to allow sufficient time for review by our advisory teams. Checking ‘Yes’ above will initiate the research approval process immediately.
Completion of a research proposal is a requirement for all scientific research and monitoring initiatives involving fieldwork. Scientific research involves the formulation of hypotheses, the construction of a sampling design, the collection and analysis of data, the drawing of conclusions and associated recommendations and the publication of the information in peer-reviewed literature. Environmental monitoring involves the collection of data on biological populations or environmental phenomena to assess trends through time. All specimens, artifacts and information collected remain the property of the rare Charitable Research Reserve.
If approved, please notify the Program Scientist of approximate start dates for all research or monitoring and the areas of the property in which they will be conducted.

Please provide the Program Scientist with copies of all peer-reviewed literature, publications, theses and reports stemming from research or monitoring on rare.

OPEN TO ALL GRADUATE STUDENTS!
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